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Veluti in Speculum 


Ve SEN EN a few Moons had paffed away, 
i. 8 © a ¢ Hamed, a young Man of large poffeffions, 
RAT a 3 and remarkable integrity, demanded Zz- 
A a iG lima for a Wife. His Palace dazled the 
NG. A oy) eye with its magnificence. His Drefs was 
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PONY 8 purple enriched with gold, and the jewels 
in his Turban gtitter’d like the rays of the Sun. He com- 
manded, by inheritance, an extenfive tract of Land, which 
was cultivated like a garden. Herds innumerable lowed in 
his fields, and Flocks without number bleated in his pa- 
ftures. Yet in the midft of his riches Hamed was tempe- 
rate; fifty Women only had he in his Haram. He had 
many perfonal perfeCtions, but they were trifling compar’d 
to the Beauties of his Mind, which refembled an Emerald 
of ineftimable value, depofited in a golden cafket. The firft 

I f view 
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view of Zu/ima’s uncommon charms, ftruck him at once 
with wonder and delight. She appeared to his ravifhed eyes 
as majeftic as the Cedar of Lebanon, and graceful as the 
Tulip of Candahar. He poured forth his Soul before her, 
called her the light of his Life, and fwore fhe was more 
lovely than the daughters of Paradife. Zulima foon became 
enebriated with the homage paid to her, and imagining too 
haftily that fhe fhould increafe his fenfibility, by retarding 
the completion of his wifhes, and quicken defire by pro- 
tracting the moment of pofleflion, urged him, by turns, to 
hope and to defpair, by every feminine artifice fhe could 
think of. But Hamed foon difcover’'d, that the heart of 
Zulima was as deceitful as the Ocean, when it is unruffled 
by a breeze, and that fhe was neither charmed by his Per- 
fon, nor captivated by his Manners. He difcover’d, that 
the voice of adulation alone was mufic to her Ear, and that 
{he was blind to all Beauties but her own. At this difcovery 
his Soul was filled with indignation. Refentment extin- 
guifhed all emotions of tendernefs, and drove him abruptly 


trom her prefence. 


Zulima, asfoon as Hamed had left her, haften’d to her 
Talifman with the rapidity of a Roe, to fee in what light 
fhe had appeared to him, and to embellifh herfelf with 
new Graces againft the next interview; for as he had not 
mentioned his intention never to return, the hopes of fan- 
ning the flames of Love with frefh allurements, made her 
fpirits flow with unufual brifknefs, and her feet bound with 
unufual agility. But how great was her furprize, when, 
inftead of Eyes fparkling with pleafure, and Cheeks glow- 
ing with expectation, fhe beheld in the polifhed cryftal a 
montter of uglinefs. Shock’d at the unexpected fight, fhe 
gazed at her alter’d Image, fhe gazed and was aftonifhed. 
Abdaric inftantaneoufly darted into her mind. She found, 
on a retrofpect of her condua, that fhe had encouraged 
the addrefles of Hamed not out of a‘regard for himfelf, not 
out of obedience to her Father, not from a defire to be 
happily married, but to hear the fighs of fondnefs, and to 
have her Ears regaled with the foothing ftrains of Eulogy; 
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to be admired and praifed, to be flatter’d and adored. 
Her confcience fmote her. She repented, and at the 
fame time determined to receive Hamed with more af- 
fability, and to liften to him with more attention: to 
deferve his Love, and to merit his Efteem. Thefe re- 
folves had, in fome meafure, the with’d-for effect. She 
faw with ecftafy her face by degrees recover its ac- 
cuftomed bloom ; but its bloom, alafs, was recover’d too 
late, for Hamed had, during the eclipfe of it, placed 
his affections on Zelis, the Daughter of Nouradin, and 
Friend of Zuli:na. 


Zels, though not fo firiking a Beauty as Zu/ima, was 
not lefs engaging. Zulma fhone like the Sun in its 
meridian f{plendor; Zelzs like the Sky, tinged with its 
rifing and departing rays. ‘The firft refembled a large 
Edifice, full of lofty apartments, decorated with the moft 
coftly ornaments, and blazing with the united luftre 
of gems and gold. The laft might be compared to a 
{mall plain Building, executed with the utmoft elegance, 
and adorned with the utmoft fimplicity. Zulima was 


more admired than Ze/is, but Ze/is was more beloved 
than Zulima. 


Zels had an expreflivenefs in her countenance, which 
was, like the Magnet, irrefiftibly attracting. She was 
modeft, gentle, affable, and unconfcious of her Perfec- 
tions. Thefe amiable qualities foon bound the heart of 
Hamed in adamantine Chains. He was pleafed with her 
Perfon, but enraptured with her Mind, and had foon the 
fatisfaction to find that Ze/zs viewed him with equal de- 
light, loved him with equal ardor, and efteemed him 
with equal fincerity. The news of their intended union 
flew with the {wiitnefs of Lightning to the Houfe of 
Abubazan. Zulima felt a diforder fhe had never known 
before, at the receipt of this intelligence. To think that 
fhe had loft her Lover was perturbation, but to think that 
Zelis was in poffeffion of him, diftraction. Many Hours 


fhe 
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fhe {pent in contriving methods to recall her Lover, and 
at laft fixed on a defign which fhe executed immediately 
with an affurance of fuccefs. She prevailed on Cadige, 
an old Nurfe, who had attended her from her infancy, 
to make herfelf ferviceable to Zelis. Zelts was pleafed 
with her affiduity, and told Zuma fhe was very happy 
in poffeffing fo ufeful a Slave. Zulima, who beheld 
Zelis with the eyes of a Lion when a tender Kid lies 
bleeding at his feet, was fo delighted to find that fhe 
was fallen into the Toils which were fpread for her, 
that fhe intreated her to keep Cadige for her own Ute: 
telling her, with an air of pleafantry, that fhe had won 
her affections, and adding, that fhe could not therefore 
offer her with fo much propriety to any other perfon. 
Cadige, in a fhort time, took advantage of the confi- 
dence Zelis placed in her, and endeavoured to make her 
contemptible in the eyes of Hamed, by throwing a veil 
over her Virtues, and to weaken his attachment to her, 
by infinuating, with an anxious concern for his happi- 
nefs, that the Woman he had chofen from the reft of 
her Sex, was of all her Sex the moft unworthy of his 
Efteem. While Cadige was thus employed, and while 
Zelis reflected on the coldnefs of her Lover with tears 
and with complainings, Zulzma was full of gloomy doubts, 
and alarming fears. The caufe of her firft deviation 
from rectitude, by attempting to leflen Hamed’s affection 
for Zelis, gave her many uneafy throbs; but thefe were 
agreeable fenfations, compared to the piercing pangs fhe 
felt, when fhe reflected on the immorality of her ac- 
tions. Confcious of the mifchiefs the was perp<irating, 
fhe was pre-eminently wretched. Her Mind was agitated 
like the fand of the Defart by a Whirlwind: Revenge 
engrofled her Thoughts: banifhed every other Idea, and 
eradicated every other Paffion: fhe vowed to purfue 
Zelis to defiruction, becaufe her importance was lef- 
fen’d by the defertion of Hamed, though fhe abhorred 
at the fame time the turpitude of her intentions. She 
herfelf in the Talifman of Truth, and 


forgot to {1 rvey 
Aébdaric 
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Abdaric was no longer remember’d by her. One Even- 
ing, while fhe was in this torturing fituation, Cad/ge in- 
formed her, that by perpetually filling the ears of Ifa- 
med with the ill-health, ill-nature, and ill-behaviour of 
Zelis, fhe had almoft perfuaded him to abandon her ; 
and that the anguifh of difappointment had greatly di- 
minifhed the luftre of her charms. Zz//ma heard the 
news with alacrity; and, flufhed with the hopes of 
triumphing over a formidable Rival, began to deck her- 
{elf with new ornaments. All the vivid colours of the 
Rainbow glowed on her filky veftments. But her joy 
was of fhort duration, for on cafting her Eye accidentally 
on the Talifman, fhe funk down upon her Sofa without 
motion and without fenfe.— While the Slave flew to 
procure a refufcitating Medicine, the Earth open’d, and 
Abdaric appeared. Zulima heard the ruftling of his 
beard, which founded like the roaring of a Cataract, and 
awaked ; but was awe-{ftruck, and endeavoured to {kreen 
herfelf from his penetrating looks with her veil. But 
that ftratagem was a vain one, for with a touch of his 
wand it fell to the ground. She redden’d with fhame, 
and was abafhed. —When thus the Genius — Thou canit 
not conceal thyfelf, O Daughter of the Dutt, from an 
all-feeing Eye. Thou haft made ufe of the moft criminal 
methods to render thyfelf an object of Horror. I am 
now come not to entice thee to act right, but to condemn 
thee for having acted wrong. ‘Thy crimes are of fo black 
a dye, they cannot be punifhed with too much rigour, 
I warned thee of thy danger, when thou flood{t totter- 
ing on the brink of a precipice —why didft thou not 
follow my Counfel ? — Know, inconfiderate “a/rma, that 
a beautiful Woman, without Innocence and Virtue, is 


like an Almond-Tree in Winter, ftript of its foliage and 


nw 


its fruit. 
When he had uttered thefe words, he ftruck the un- 
happy Zulima with his Wand. She initantly became a 
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fpotted Serpent, and crawled upon the Earth before him. 
Abdaric then turned to Cadige, who at that junCure 
arrived with the juice of a Plant, which tbe Sages of 
Phyfic always adminifter, when the Powers of Reafon 
Behold, faid he, thy wretched Child. 





are fufpended - 
Seven years fhall fhe thus creep upon the ground, a 
noifome reptile in the Gardens of Hamed, who now 
revels in his Bower, compleatly happy in being united 
to Zelis, the moit amiable Woman in the Eaft. When 
fhe can take a pleafure in the felicity of others, fhe fhall 
re-aflume a human form.— Seven years fhall fhe con- 
tinue in Beauty’s brighteft bloom, but without one Lover 
to footh her Pride; one Admirer to: flatter her Vanity. 
if at the expiration of the lait Year, fhe is convinced of 
her paft errors, and can render her Mind as faultlets 
as her Perfon; fhe may then, even Zaha may then 


be Happy. 


At the Conclufion of this Speech he funk into the 
Earth again, which clofed with a noife like the burfting 
of a Cloud impregnated with fulphur. 
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